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An Overview on Semiotic Activities in
Austria and Jeff Bernard’s Role in the
Semiotic Community

Gloria Withalm
Dept. of Cultural Studies, University of Applied Arts & ISSS Institute for Socio-Semiotic
Studies, Vienna, Austria

Abstract: Though Austria cannot compete with Switzerland with regard to a founding father of
semiotics, there are certain well-known scholars like Karl Bithler or Ludwig Wittgenstein — to name
but two — who contributed to the theory of signs and sign processes. However, semiotics in the
sense of a real enterprise developed only in the late 1970s starting with the foundation of the
Osterreichische Gesellschaft fiir Semiotik-Austrian Association for Semiotics OGS/AAS in 1976.
Some thirteen years later, in 1989, the Institute for Socio-Semiotic Studies ISSS followed. Together
they organized larger and smaller conferences, published several book series and two journals and
initiated research projects.

Following the subtitle, the major part of my contribution is dedicated to the late Jeff Bernard
who initiated, or was at least closely connected to, those activities. The final parts of the paper will
deal with his role on the international semiotic scene as shown by the close collaboration with other
semiotic groups (especially in the neighboring countries) and by the twenty years of fulfilling
different functions in the Bureau of the International Association for Semiotic Studies IASS. The
contribution ends with an overview on Jeff Bernard’s (mostly socio-) semiotic rescarch and the
major models. O

Key words: Austria; history of Semiotics; Socio-Semiotics; Austrian Association for Semiotics;
Jeff Bernard

Over the years, several reports and overviews on semiotics in Austria have been
published (Bernard, 1986, 1987b - d, 1996; Bernard & Withalm, 1988, 1993, 1994,
1998); in one of the first, Annemarie Lange-Seidl opened her observations on
semiotics in the German speaking countries with a remark that is still valid:

More than is usually done in present practice, we should distinguish between the

@D All the pictures of the original presentation are available as a pdf-file on my website:
http://www. uni-ak. ac. at/culture/withalm/wit-texts — link: “An Overview on Semiotic Activities in Austria and
Jeff Bernard’s Role in the Semiotic Community”.
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history of semiotics as a scientific discipline, and the tradition of reflecting on sign
concepts, sign use, or sign constitution, in a given country or culture. (Lange Seidl,
1986. 177)

Accordingly, my paper starts with some short remarks on the latter aspects.
The major part of the contribution will present an overview on the activities of
semiotic organizations in Austria, mainly arranged with regard to the role of Jeff
Bernard.

For most historical overviews, thought and research on sign related topics
started in Austria in the early 1800s with the logician Bernard Bolzano. The next
scholar in the list would be Ludwig Boltzmann with his philosophical side, followed
by Franz Brentano who dealt with psychology and phenomenological fundamentals;
Alexius von Meinong, known for his theory of objects; and their disciple Christian
von Ehrenfels, a founder of gestalt psychology.

Three more names from the turn of the last century who should not be forgotten
in this context are: the philosopher of science and positivist Ernst Mach ( Knowledge
and Error, 1905), Fritz Mauthner who is best known for his critical study of
language (1901-02), and Adolf Stohr with his philosophy of language and Theory of
Names (1869).

In the 1920s and early 1930s the members of the Vienna Circle (also known as
the Ernst Mach Society) met on a weekly basis, and these scholars were even more
closely connected to the history of semiotics in the strict sense. The group we could
characterize by the term logical positivism (or logical empiricism) was chaired by
Moritz Schlick; other protagonists were Rudolf Carnap and Otto Neurath; the latter
two were among the authors of the 1929 programmatic paper on Wissenschaftliche
Weltauffassung. Otto Neurath’s ideas were part of several publications and scientific
events of the Institute for Socio-Semiotic Studies in the 1990s (cf. for instance
Bernard & Withalm 1996; Bernard & Stadler 1997). With these two scholars, we
have reached semiotics properly. Both Neurath and Carnap had close connections to
Charles Morris: the three of them edited the initial volume of the International
Encyclopedia of Unified Science in 1936.

At the same time. yet another scholar worked in Vienna until he emigrated. He
definitely has to be considered a semiotician: Karl Buhler. He developed his
Organon model of language in the 1934 book on Theory of Language .

Finally, Ludwig Wittgenstein has to be added to the list of course.



Due first to Austro-Fascism and then National Socialism, intellectual and
cultural life in Austria came to a violent halt; luckily, some artists and scholars were
able to emigrate and survive in other countries, among them Carnap, Neurath,
Biihler and Wittgenstein. This intellectual diaspora created a gap that hindered
Austria to catch up with international currents in philosophy, linguistics and
semiotics for decades. However, the published overviews remind us of some scholars
who joined universities in the 1960s and early 1970s that need to be named as related
at least to semiotic questions. In philosophy there are the Austrians Wolfgang
Stegmiiller who was professor at the University of Munich; Rudolf Haller
(University of Graz); and Paul Weingartner (University of Salzburg). Another
colleague from Salzburg, who dealt with legal philosophy and had influence on the
development of the semiotics of law, was [lmar Tammelo. Finally, there is the field
biological or ethological research, represented by Karl von Frisch, Konrad Lorenz
and Rupert Riedl (University of Vienna).

2.1 The Austrian Association for Semiotics OGS /AAS

After the initial legal steps in 1975, the Austrian Association for Semiotics
OGS/AAS was founded in October 1976. Among the founding members were Tasso
Borb¢ (the organizer of the Second Congress of the International Association for
Semiotic Studies in Vienna in 1979) and Erich Fries, a multimedia artist.

Soon two other scholars joined the board, Jeff Bernard and Wolfgang Pollak.
The socio-linguist Pollak was the head of the Institute for Romance Studies, and
together with Bernard and Fries he shaped the orientation of semiotics in Austria,
emphasizing didactical, emancipatory and social aspects of semiotic theory (Pollak,
Bernard & Fries 1982). In his own publications in the semiotic book series, Pollak
analysed the linguistic identity of Austrians with regard to the bigger and more
influential variation of German spoken in Germany (1992, 1994).

Over the years, a number of scholars from different universities were or still are
members of the board of the Austrian Association for Semiotics: Wolfgang
Bandhauer, Peter Grzybek, Erika Kanduth, Friedrich Lachmayer, Herbert Muck,
Wolfgang Pollak, Sigrid Schmid-Bortenschlager, Franz Seitelberger, Robert

Tanzmeister, Manfred Wagner, Josef Wallmannsberger, and the author.

2.2 ISSS Institute for Socio-Semiotic Studies

The ISSS was founded in 1989 as the research institute and publication unit of



the Austrian Association, as such it has taken over and increased the publication,
organization and resecarch activities of the former section on “Applied Semiotics” of
the Austrian Association for Semiotics. The objective is to promote and represent
semiotics and neighboring fields both on a national and international level. Since
there is (still) no university institute of semiotics in Austria, one of the tasks of the
ISSS is to set forth semiotic research and to introduce semiotics to the academic
sphere. The ISSS is open for all semiotic traditions, schools and approaches. It
serves as a platform for discussion, confrontation, and cooperation. An important
task of the ISSS is to act as a mediator in the field of science and research as well as
on a science-political and on a geographic level.

The name is programmatic with regard to the main focus of research. With the
notion “Socio-Semiotics” particular research fields are emphasized: the societal
dimension of sign systems and sign processes and their integral role in
communication and interaction.

Initially, the board had the following members: Jeff Bernard, Rudolf Burger,
Gloria Withalm, Wolfgang Bandhauer. In June 2010 a new board was elected: I am
the new chairperson, deputy chairman is Anton Firlinger (Austria’s most prominent
bio-semiotician), the film semiotician Gabriele Jutz is the Secretary General, and
literary semiotician Theresia Klugsberger is the Treasurer.

Among the members and collaborators are the co-editors of S-European Journal
for Semiotic Studies from Perpignan ( Gérard Deledalle and Joélle Rethoré).
Budapest (Janos Kelemen) and Madrid (Jos¢ Romera Castillo), together with their
editorial committee members, and a few Austrian scholars like Sonja Kral
(Romance Studies and literary semiotics), Friedrich Lachmayer (the main Austrian
law semiotician) , the Peircean philosopher Ludwig Nagl, the semio-historian Hans
Petschar who is now the director of the picture and graphics department of the
Austrian National Library, the literary semiotician Sigrid Schmid-Bortenschlager,
and the historian and film semiotician Georg Schmid.

The latter three together with Theresia Klugsberger, Gabriele Jutz, Carl Aigner
(a specialist on the semiotics of photography), and Severin Heinisch were also the
main protagonists of another group called SIGMA — Salzburg Society for Semiology .
established in the early 1980s. In 1986 Georg Schmid edited the collective volume
Zeichen der Historie [ Signs of History] that presented their work. In the early 1990s
they carried a research project together with colleagues from the Equipe Sémiotique
Cognitive et Nouveaux Médias ESCoM at the Maison des Sciences de 'Homme Paris
(cf. Stockinger 1993, Stockinger de Pablo, Fadili & Stockinger 1998). Though the

group and its members — as indicated in its name — are more French oriented, they



closely collaborated both with the AAS and the ISSS: they presented papers at the
conferences and published articles in the journals and collective volumes (Jutz,
1987, 2004; Schmid, 1990, 1995, 1997, 2000, 2004, 2010; Schmid-Bortenschlager,
1987, 1994, 1995, 2004) and the 1987 congress was a joint event (Bernard,
Klugsberger & Withalm, 1989).

3. Jeff Bernard & the Semioticians’ Community

A: “Local” = Austria & Neighbors

Since the vast majority of semiotic activities in Austria were iniated by, or at
least closely related to, Jeff Bernard (1943—2010), all the following parts of the
paper are dedicated to his memory.

Figure 1  Jeff Bernard, “FEurope-Image and Concept in Cultural Change
from a Semiotic and Transdisciplinary Point of View”, 11th
International Symposium of the AAS, 3 - 5 December 2004
(Copyright © 2004 Atelier Neundlinger)

Talking about Jeff Bernard implies three different aspects. The first one is well
known to his fellow semioticians: his research and publications. A great deal of his
scholarly work might be subsumed under the heading “socio-semiotics”.

Second, there was the organizer of conferences and congresses, the editor of
journals and book series, the member of the board of scholarly societies and
associations, and last but not least the teacher in seminars; in other words, the
science-organizational aspect, the publication aspect, and the educational aspect in
his work, connecting those who produced texts with those who received texts, as
well as the various groups and semioticians from different countries and schools.

Third, there was an aspect of his life and work which is, most probably, least
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known to his friends and colleagues in semiotics: Jeff Bernard’s artistic ceuvre—a
way of creating texts which was different from academic text production. In this
contribution I will omit this facet of his ceuvre, but you can find some information
and visual sources in my biographical essay (Withalm, 2004), on the part of my
website dedicated to Jeff, and in my contribution to the commemorative issue of
The American Journal of Semiotics (Withalm, 2010; Withalm, 2011b).

As already discussed, the Austrian Association for Semiotics was founded in
1976, and almost from the very beginning Jeff Bernard took an active part in the
section of “Applied Semiotics” (which he chaired 1978-88). As of 1978 he was
clected to the Board of the OGS/AAS, first in the function of the Treasurer; from
1979-1995 he was Secretary General, and then the successor to the late Wolfgang
Pollak as President of the Association.

In 1989 Jeft Bernard initiated the founding of the Institut fiir Sozio-Semiotische
Studien ISSS, and since the beginning he was the director.

Both organizations collaborated closely in publishing several book series and

journals and Jeff Bernard was involved in all of them.

3.1 Working on Open Questions and Problems . Research Projects

I will start with some remarks on the research projects initiated and carried out
by the OGS/AAS and/or the ISSS. It all began in the early 1980s with a
programmatic paper on the emancipatory qualities of semiotics authored by Pollak,
Bernard & Fries (1982), and the three managed to convince the Austrian Federal
Ministry for Science and Research to finance a project titled Theory and Practice of
Signs (Bernard & Withalm, 1988), carried out 1984—1986. The project had a strong
emancipatory and socio-semiotic approach, presented in chapters by Pollak and his
closest collaborators (Wolfgang Bandhauer, Robert Tanzmeister) , Erich Fries, Jeff
Bernard and myself. In the first part, the main members of the Vienna group of
socio-semioticians around Wolfgang Pollak presented various aspects of an
integrative socio-semiotics (for details cf. Bernard & Withalm, 1994). The second
part consisted of two rounds of an international experts’ survey uniting colleagues
from different schools in a modified Delphi inquiry on the status quo and
development of semiotics (cf. Withalm, 1991a, 1991b). With this inquiry, Austria
certainly succeeded to put itself on the semiotic map (Bernard, Enninger, Eschbach
& Withalm, 1991).

Approximately at the same time, the communications and public relations
department of the Austrian Workers’ Compensation Board ( Allgemeine
Unfallversicherungsanstalt AUVA) supported a second large project with the title



Social Rehabilitation and Social Communication (1985 — 1987). Apart from the
papers dealing with the representation of disabled people in film, print media and
public discourses, the aim was to develop strategies to counteract the (unfortunately
still) prevailing deficits in the social integration of disabled people. Accordingly,
there were not only ink and paper involved but also some parts of the project which
were action research oriented.

Other large projects dealt with the Structures of Autonomous Cultural Work in
Austria (Bernard & AutorInnenkollektiv, 1990; Bernard, Winter & Withalm, 1990;
Bernard 1995a, Bernard & AutorInnenkollektiv, 1995), or Cultural Semiotics/
Semiotics of Culture in Eastern Central Europe and East Europe .

In the middle of the 1990s, the Austrian Federal Ministry for Health and
Consumer Protection commissioned a research project dealing with Drugs, Media ,
and the Public, which unfortunately, was never published. After changes in the
Ministry the critical stance toward the drug policy in Austria was no longer
appreciated. .. Though we were not officially allowed to diffuse the results, Jeff
Bernard talked about it at the Guadalajara Congress in 1997 (Bernard, 2000a + b,
2005).

The last project so far was dedicated to questions of the Public Construction of
Europe. The project was situated within the research focus New Orientations in
Democracy in Europe ~>node<Z of the Austrian Ministry of Education, Science, and
Culture; it was carried out by the Institute for Political Science, University of
Vienna, under the direction of Andreas Pribersky, who invited the ISSS to
cooperate. “Public construction” aimed at analyzing the political discourses,
political campaigns and advertisements related to the EU (in particular the then new
member states to be).

3.2 Writings on Semiotics : Book Series & Journals

There are three book series published by the AAS and ISSS — Jeff Bernard was
the general editor of all three.

One of the carly volumes of the book series “Angewandte Semiotik” appeard in
celebration of the first 10 years of the Austrian Association for Semiotics: Semiotica
Austriaca (Bernard, 1987a) was the first collective volume presenting more than
forty Austrian scholars plus a few colleagues who lived abroad, like Peter Stockinger
or Erika Freiberger-Sheikoleslami.

Most of the books in the series “Angewandte Semiotik” present the proceedings
of the national symposia (Bernard, 1983, 1995b; Bernard, Klugsberger & Withalm
1989; Bernard & Withalm, 1998, 2001, Bernard, Grzybek & Withalm, 2000;



Bernard, Wallmannsberger & Withalm, 1997); in addition there is one monograph
(Tanzmeister, 1987), two volumes that show various aspects of semiotic research
(Borbé & Krampen 1978; Handl 1985) and a special volume on the Polish School of
Film Semiotics and Poetics (Osadnik & Bernard 2001).

Two more series are published by the ISSS.

“S—Addenda” is — as the name suggests — an addendum to the journal S -
European Journal for Semiotic Studies that will be discussed below. There are a few
edited volumes (Lachmayer, Withalm & Fries, 1995; Harauer & Bernard, 1994),
many of them documenting the close collaboration with Hungarian semioticians
(Bernard & Kelemen, 1990; Bernard & Neumer, 1994; Orosz 1997; Neumer, 1998),
but the majority of the books are monographs, like those written by our Romanian
colleague Mariana Net (1997, 2000, 2002), the print version of the habilitation
theses of Josef Wallmannsberger (2002) and Robert Hepp (2000), or the volume by
Wolfgang Pollak (1992) already mentioned dealing with the Austrians and their
language awareness.

As indicated by the sub-title, the volumes of the second series “S—Labor” are
Semiotic Pre-Publications, somehow smaller in size. They range from my
monograph on self-reflexive television ( Withalm, 1995) to Robert Tanzmeister’s
booklet on the Italian right-wing and separatist Padania movement (2000), Jeff’s
collection on East-European semiotics (1997), or Pollak’s second book on Austrian
German (1994), this time in view of our entering the EU.

Since 1978, when the journal of the OGS/AAS first appeared. Jeff Bernard was
the acting editor of Semiotische Berichte (Semiotic Reports). The journal began on a
rather small scale as a sort of bulletin appearing irregularly; in the early 1980s,
however, it started to be published in annual volumes of four numbers.

Semiotische Berichte had many open issues, but the number of issues on special
topics increased steadily, for instance with “In Memoriam Ferruccio Rossi-Landi
(Bernard & Withalm, 1985) , or the double issues dealing with Austria’s past “1938 -
1988” (Bernard & Bandhauer, 1988); some of them were guest edited, like
Zeichensetzungen (presenting artistic texts by the Graz Authors’ Assembly. 1990) or
“Text & Theory” (Helbo, 1989), and. finally, Semiotische Berichte also presented
proceedings of smaller symposia like those on pictorial language, the symposia
organized together with the Hungarian Semioticians, or the Open Border
conferences.

In 1989, with the founding of the ISSS, a second journal was started: S -
European Journal for Semiotic Studies, which was co-edited by four groups or

centers: the ISSS, the Perpignan group around (the late) Gérard Deledalle, Spanish



colleagues (first from Barcelona, then from Madrid: Jos¢ Romera Castillo), and
our Hungarian friends (Janos Kelemen). The journal started with an issue on Signs,
Language , and Meaning ., presented both at the 4th IASS Congress in Perpignan,
and later in Vienna at the Wittgenstein House.

As a rule, S —EJSS published issues on special topics, edited either by a member
of one of the four editorial groups or by a guest, with titles like: Film . Signs &
Discourse (1990; Jeff Bernard & Gloria Withalm ), Dialectics, Semiotics,
Materialism. In Memoriam Ferruccio Rossi-Landi (1991; Jeff Bernard, Janos
Kelemen & Gloria Withalm), Semiotics & Mentalities (1994; Mariana Net), or
Semiotics in Biology (1997; Manfred Laubichler). Many issues presented the
research done in a country or region, starting from Semiotics in Bulgaria (1989;
Malina Stefanova) ; others were Semiotics in Romania (1990; Mariana Net) , Czech
& Slovak Semiotics (1992; Jarmila Doubravova), Semiotics in Spain (1998; José
Romera Castillo), Rio de la Plata Semiotics (2000; Fernando Andacht), or East-
Asian  Semiotics (1998; Gérard Deledalle & Janice Deledalle-Rhodes, Kim
Younghae) ; but also smaller groups and research centers got the chance to publish
their texts like as for instance with Peircean Semiotics in Perpignan (1989; Gérard
Deledalle Joélle Réthoré), Berliner Beitrdge zur Kultursemiotik (1990; Ginter
Bentele, Ivan Bystrina & Michael Kuper), Semiotic Studies in Bari (1999; Susan
Petrilli) , or New Tartu Semiotics (2000; Jeff Bernard, Igor Cernov, Silvi Salupere &
Peeter Torop). Sort of “open issues” were titled first Semiotik Interdisziplindr then
Transscientific Semiotics. Finally, some issues presented the proceedings of
symposia, like the one on the Signs, Music, Society, organized in Vienna in March
1999 (2001 & 2002; Jeff Bernard & Gloria Withalm).

3.3 Talking About Semiotics ;: Conferences & Symposia

As mentioned with regard to the various proceedings published in the book
series and journals, both the Austrian Association for Semiotics and the ISSS
organized many scholarly meetings.

Let us start with the national semiotic congresses of the OGS/AAS. The first
three, held in the mid-1970s presented many well-known international colleagues,
like Martin Krampen, Jean-Jaques Nattiez, Jerzy Pelc, Roland Posner, or Tom
Sebeok, but there were hardly any Austrians among the speakers. The situation
changed after the 2nd IASS Congress held in Vienna. It was decided to organize the
national conferences every three or four years under a specific topic, starting in
1981 with the 4th on the “Didactic Implementations of Sign Theory”. Throughout
the 1980s and 1990s, the venues changed in order to intensify the collaboration with



the various groups at the Austrian universities, and so did the topics: “ Signs/
Manipulation” (1984, Klagenfurt), gender and/vs. sex (1987, Salzburg) . identity
(1990, Sigharting), “Modelling History and Culture” (1996, Graz), or “ Myths-
Rites-Simulakra . Semiotic Viewpoints” (2000, Vienna).

Unfortunately the difficulties to get financial support increased and thus the
11th was, so far, the last one; it took place in 2004, and dealt with “ Europe—
Image & Concept in Cultural Change from a Semiotic and Transdisciplinary Point of
View” in close connection to Public Construction of Europe project.

As it would be too exhausting to present each and every one of the other events
organized over the years individually, I just want to mention the conference and
seminar series:

There were five symposia on Picture Language-Visualization-Diagrammatics .
The series started in 1991 as a tribute to Otto Neurath, thus the first two were held
in the Austrian Museum of Society and Economy. founded in the mid-1920s by
Neurath.

In 1989 Friedrich Lachmayer began his Seminar Semiotics of Law that brought
together international and Austrian scholars. Originally a university seminar at the
Faculty of Law of the University of Vienna, the ISSS became gradually more
involved until it was held entirely at our premises after Lachmayer retired from
teaching.

Finally, the close collaboration with the Wiener Volkshochschulen/Viennese
Adult Education Institute led to advanced training seminars for their teachers, titled
“Sign/Communication/Culture: Areas of Semiotic/Semiosic Practice”. Usually, Jeff
Bernard introduced the group to basic aspects of semiotic, followed by two guest
speakers who presented special topics.

With regard to the relations between Austrian semioticians and colleagues from
neighboring countries, two more series need to be mentioned.

The longest and closest relations — dating back to the mid-1980s — are
definitely with the Hungarian colleagues, most of them members of the Magyar
Szemiotikai Tarsasag, the Hungarian Semiotic Society, and they all participated in
the Austrian-Hungarian Semiotics Colloquia that we organized at changing locations
in the two countries. Some of the different topics dealt with were for instance:
“Sign Construction in Cultural Settings” (1992, Velem / Szombathely), “Semiotics
& Theory of Culture” (1994, Vienna), “Re-Presenting the Past” (1996, Graz), or
“Media Semiotics Today” (2004, Dunabogdany). As a rule, the proceedings
appeared as special issues of Semiotische Berichte , though those organized within the

Austrian National Congresses were published as part of the conference proceedings.



Another result of this collaboration that even preceded the meetings were
two joint journal issues that turned out to be a real test case for many librarians:
Two issues of DOXA and Semiotische Berichte of 1987 and 1988 appeared not
only under both titles with a collage of both cover designs but also with both
ISSN numbers.

In addition, there were several collective volumes presenting texts written in
the two countries (e. g., Bernard & Kelemen, 1990, Bernard & Neumer, 1994,
Neumer, 1998).

When we started a new series of small conferences titled Open Borders — again
meant to bring together Austrian scholars with colleagues from neighboring
countries — it was of course the Hungarian connection that initiated the first one in
1997 in Graz (on Péter Pazmany, the Hungarian scholar and cardinal of the
Counter-Reformation who graduated in Graz). In the following conferences we
welcomed speakers from Croatia (“Borders, Signs, Transitions”, 1999), Slovakia
(*Form-Structure-Composition”, 2001), Slovenia (“Text & Reality”, 2003), and
the Czech Republic (“Cultures as Signs-Systems and Processes”. 2006) .

But there were two single events organized on special occasions that deserve
special mentioning. Already in 1990 such a conference was jointly organized by
Austria and Hungary — titled Symbolicity, and it was dedicated to Thomas A.
Sebeok who celebrated his 70th birthday (Bernard, Deely, Voigt & Withalm 1993).
With another birthday symposium on Signs of Power— Power of Signs held in 2003
the ISSS honored its founder and chairman Jeff Bernard on his 60th birthday
(Withalm & Wallmannsberger, 2004) .

Finally, there is yet another type of events that shouldn’t be forgotten: the
large number of guest lecturers who came to Vienna to present and discuss their
research. As of the ecarly 1990s, they were organized under the umbrella term
Wiener Semiotische Konversationen/Viennese Semiotic Conversations. Among the
guest speakers of these almost hundred lectures were for instance: Vladimit Biti
(Zagreb), Hans Bozenhard (Dresden), Tatiana M. Civ’ jan (Moscow), Paul
Cobley (London), John Deely (Houston), Gérard Deledalle ( Perpignan/
Montbazin; Figure 2), Jarmila Doubravova (Prag), Dinda L. Gorlée (The Hague) .,
Rolf-Dieter Hepp ( Berlin), Rita Sabine Kergel ( Berlin), Rolf Kloepfer
(Mannheim), Manfred Laubichler (New Haven), Jirgen E. Miller (Bayreuth),
Mariana Ne t ( Bucharest ), Katalin Neumer ( Budapest), Magdolna Orosz
(Budapest), Ivo Osolsobé (Brno), Susan Petrilli (Bari), Augusto Ponzio (Bari),
Thomas A. Sebeok (Bloomington, IN), Victorino Tejera (New York, NY),
Ladislav Tondl (Prague), Vilmos Voigt (Budapest), Josef Wallmannsberger
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(Kassel) , Peter Zajac (Bratislava).

.

Figure 2 Gérard Deledalle (and Jeff Bernard), guest
lecture at the ISSS Institute for Socio-Semiotic
Studies, 17 November 1995

4. Jeff Bernard & the Semioticians’ Community

B: “Global” = IASS Congresses & Other International Events

Jeff Bernard’s commitment to the semiotic infrastructure and organization was
not confined to the Austrian semiotic community as he was very active in the
International Association for Semiotic Studies IASS-AIS and in international
semiotics in general.

His first appearance at an IASS event dates back to the 1979 Vienna Congress.
Within the artistic program he had an exhibition at the university, presenting two of
his performances that were clearly semiotic multimedia art: To Be or Not to Be : No
Question and The Medium is Form, Contents and Interpretation. The official
involvement in the IASS-AIS began in 1984 with his election to the Executive
Committee as one of the Austrian representatives, and 1985 he started both as the
co-ordinator of the Presidential Office, run at that time by Jerzy Pelc, and as the
co-editor of the TASS-AIS Bulletin. In 1989 at the Perpignan Congress he was elected
to the Board of the Association as Vice Secretary General working closely with the
then Secretary General Gérard Deledalle (as already indicated by the editorial
committees of the S-EJSS, the relations to the Perpignan group). From 1994 on until
the 8th Congress of the IASS-AIS in July 2004 in Lyon Jeff Bernard was the
Secretary General of the IASS-AIS.

Both inside and outside the IASS-AIS he had close collaborations with many
centers and groups, among them for instance the Bulgarian semioticians who
organized the Early Fall School in Semiotics on a regular basis, and, of course our



friends Augusto Ponzio and Susan Petrilli from the University of Bari.

Throughout his years in office Jeff Bernard worked for the stabilization both of
existing cooperations and of the position of semiotics, as well as for the development
of closer relations on a truly globalized level — from the two Americas and several
African countries to East Asia (Figure 3) with Korea, China and Japan. And it was
very satisfying to him, that finally the IASS decided to hold this 11th World
Congress in Nanjing.

Figure 3  Jeff Bernard & interpreter at the Plenary Lecture, 2nd East-Asian
International Semiotic Seminar, Shanghai, China, 19-23
October 1997 (Copyright © 1997 Xu Zhong Hua)

No wonder that due to his board functions, he was always involved in the
preparation of the IASS world congresses, indeed excessively in the case of the
7th Congress in Dresden 1999 when Jeff and I more or less shaped the entire
program.

In most of the IASS Congresses he not only presented his own papers, but also
organized (sometimes together with colleagues like Susan Petrilli) sections on
particular topics, often related to socio-semiotics, emancipatory aspects of semiotics
and the theories of Ferruccio Rossi-Landi.

To complete the story of his relation to the IASS it has to be mentioned that he
was elected one of the five Vice-Presidents in Lyon in 2004, a function he fulfilled
until the 10th Congress of the IASS held in La Coru na in September 2009 on
“Culture of Communication, Communication of Culture”. And I would like to take
the opportunity to thank the Secretary General of the IASS, José Luis Paz Gago.
that he dedicated the Proceedings of the Congress to Jeff Bernard and to the
Argentinian semiotician Juan Angel Magari nos de Morentin who passed away
shortly after Jeff in early April 2010.
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Figure 1: Jeff Bernard, “Europe — Image and Concept in Cultural Change
from a Semiotic and Transdisciplinary Point of View”, 11th International
Symposium of the AAS, 3-5 December 2004 (Copyright © 2004
Atelier Neundlinger)

Figure 2: Gérard Deledalle (and Jeff Bernard), guest lecture at the ISSS
Institute for Socio-Semiotic Studies, 17 November 1995

Figure 3: Jeff Bernard & interpreter at the Plenary Lecture, 2nd East-Asian
International Semiotic Seminar, Shanghai, China, 19-23 October 1997
(Copyright © 1997 Xu Zhong Hua)
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5. Jeff Bernard & the Semioticians’ Community

C. Research Theories & Models-Summarized

After dealing with the organization oriented aspect of Jeff Bernard’s role in
semiotics, another moment should finally be discussed briefly: the main paradigms
guiding his work, and the topics of his research, mostly related to particular societal
groups and their position within society, to the entire field covered by a socio-
semiotic approach.

Jeff Bernard studied architecture at the Technical University of Vienna, and
there he was also first confronted with semiotics: One of his professors was Giinther
Feuerstein, who wrote a dissertation on architecture and meaning (especially about
archetypical forms). He was one of the few to present the ideas of Umberto Eco,
Max Bense or Roland Barthes in his courses as early as in the 1960s.

Though Jeff Bernard was above all a socio-semiotician, I will start with an
aspect of his work that is most probably least known: he was very much interested in
the history of semiotics or, more precisely, the depiction of this history, the
inclusion or ommission of scholars in the various overviews on the pre-history and
history of semiotics as well as in the various encyclopedia and handbooks, as in his
contribution on Barthes at the 2005 conference in Bari (Bernard 2005). The most
complete synchronoptic chart on the history of semiotics was presented in Imatra in
2005 (Figure 4) and John Deely who recalled his paper asked me to include it in the
Memorial Issue of The American Journal of Semiotics (26(1-4)2010) that appeared
in 2011 (Bernard 2011).

When we now turn to Bernard’s other semiotic work we can observe that it can

be characterized both as theoretical or general semiotics and as applied semiotics,
the one influencing and promoting the other. Accordingly, we find a true the
integration of theory and practice in his ccuvre as a whole. Moreover, also on the
theory side he adheres to an integrated concept combining social and/or socio-
cultural theories, in particular advanced forms of subculture theory (in the line of
Rolf Schwendter or the works of the scholars of the Centre for Contemporary
Cultural Studies at the University of Birmingham, like Stuart Hall, whose work he
actually considered to form a branch of culture and media semiotics), and socio-
semiotics.

Already in 1979 he published a paper on the semiotics of deviance studies, and
ten years later, at the 4th IASS-AIS Congress, he presented a paper offering
“Semiotics as a Theory of (Sub) Culture(s) and Its Material Core” (1992). The
socio-semiotically based subculture approach (or as he has preferred to call it.
differential theory of culture) was the leading concept in many of his research
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Figure 4: Jeff Bernard, Chart of Semiotic History, drawn in June 2005
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Figure 4 Jeff Bernard, Chart of Semiotic History, drawn in June 2005

projects, since subcultures can be open or hermetic, progressive or regressive, etc. ,
and people can be forced into their marginalized position (as it is the case with
disabled persons) or deliberately take this societal position. Moreover, Jeff Bernard
argued, one could distinguish [iminal zones between hegemonic culture and
subcultures and among different subcultures, zones which were of great theoretical
and practical interest and importance. All these components of culture-at-large
constitute complex sign milieus of different makings, and the emphasis must thus be
not on culture but on cultures—which opens his theory also to “globalization”
phenomena. Among the field research themes related to the subcultural view were:
the various works on disabled people as such and on disabled people and/in the
media and the development of strategies for an improved communication and
interaction in society (e. g. Bernard, 1987e¢, 1992; Bernard & Hovorka, 1992;
Bernard, Pribitzer & Withalm, 1989; Benrad & Withalm, 1990), the already
mentioned drugs project, and, almost ironically, a small study on the
implementation of semiotics itself as a hitherto relatively marginal phenomenon in
academia (in the festschrift for Wolfgang Pollak; Bernard, 1985).

The subculture model was also the theoretical focus of his already mentioned




research on Autonomous Culture Centers. When it comes to a Differential Semiotic
Theory of Culture . Jeff Bernard referred to theorems of the Tartu-Moscow scholars
put in a larger context, for instance by replacing “the singular hierarchy ‘sign—
text—culture” [ ... ] by a plural one, ‘signs—texts—cultures’ (in which culture as
such will function only as the intertext, or intertextual space [ ... ), to be moreover
refined by more detailed gradations of textuality” (Bernard 2007, par. 4).

The various fields and segments of society Jeff Bernard dealt with in his
research show the general orientation of his semiotics: a strong emancipatory and
enlightening quality, a view he shared with his late friend Wolfgang Pollak, the
famous socio-linguist and former president of the OGS/AAS. As mentioned earlier,
Bernard, Pollak and Erich Fries formulated a programmatic paper “Emancipatory
Sign Theory” which eventually led to the research project Sign Theory & Sign
Practice discussed above.

The question of semiotics and emancipation was a constant topic as is shown by
the paper he presented at the last international conference he attended, the 10th
IASS World Congress in La Coru na. In the section on “Global Semiotics” chaired
by Paul Cobley, he talked about “Late Capitalism in the Mega-Crisis—A Chance for
Emancipatory Semiotics?”

One of the parts of the Austrian research project just mentioned, co-authored
by Jeff Bernard and myself, dealt with the socio-semiotic concepts of the author
who most strongly influenced and inspired our work: the Italian semiotician and
philosopher Ferruccio Rossi-Landi (who actually became also our close friend in the
years before his death in 1985).

Rossi-Landi’s semiotics, which is a socio-semiotics, must not be read as
consisting of isolated or separated parts. The various concepts are rather
interconnected elements of one integrated theory, a complex network in which each
and every idea, each and every argument has its unique and proper position. As a
consequence, even a brief presentation of Rossi-Landi’s work would take too much
time. Thus, I will only enumerate some of the concepts that Jeff Bernard took up
and developed further.

One of the core concepts formulated by Rossi-Landi is the homology of material
and linguistic production . Jeff Bernard adopted and expanded it, with regard both
to the levels and the areas of production covered, to a general homology model of
human production including mental and ideological domains and culminating in the
explication of the creation, making and components of culture (that is, integrating
also the findings of hitherto existing approaches in the semiotics of culture).

A second central concept is Work — considered in an anthropological sense and



with regard to both material and sign production. Given the homology just
mentioned, the modelling of both sign production (and re-production/consumption)
and the entire sign process has to be based on the various forms of work which can
be distinguished. This is not only true for the external, visible part of semiosis, but
also for the internal sign production in the mind of the sign workers, as shown in
Bernard’s differentiated sign model.

Finally, Rossi-Landi dealt extensively with Social Reproduction that can be
defined on several levels starting from the most basic of production, exchange
(including sign production, sign exchange and sign consumption) and consumption
(ct. Rossi-Landi, 1985: 38). Again, Jeff Bernard took the original model and
enlarged it to cover both the internal sign production shown already in our sign
model and the production of ideology as already done in the homology model. Thus
not only “brain work” is based on semiotic procedures, but ideology is deeply rooted
in semiotic processes.

Many of the features just outlined with regard to Jeff Bernard’s semiotic and
cultural studies apply likewise to his entire ccuvre, be it artistic, scientific or
organizational. Most prominent among these traits is the true integration of theory
and practice, departing from, as well as reaching to, both directions. Another facet
is the focusing on semiosic, communicative processes which was not confined to his
actual theorizing on signs and sign processes, but pervaded also his artistic and
cultural work.

Maybe the most prominent aspect of Bernard’s work summarized above is a
strong momentum of responsibility and an emancipatory stance governing his work,
his thinking and his life: Jeff Bernard never lost sight of social dimensions and
societal implications, as for instance in the paper presented at the 10th IASS World
Congress in La Coru na mentioned earlier (“Late Capitalism in the Mega-Crisis—A
Chance for Emancipatory Semiotics?”)

In addition he was invited to give a long ad-hoc presentation in another working
group dealing with the “Status of Semiotic Theory” that was convened on the spot on
the last morning of the Congress. And all our friends were glad to see Jeff back on
track. Unfortunately, as was the case more often than not, neither of the papers
exists in writing, ready for publication, as Jeff Bernard prefered to lecture and to
speak to the audience rather than read from a written text.

Because of the sudden and entirely unexpected death of Jeff Bernard on
February 24, 2010, the various manuscripts and notes and diagrams that he used
extensively in his argumentation are yet unordered and need a good deal of editing
work. Likewise, a thorough scientific presentation and evaluation of Jeff Bernard’s
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work in semiotics and socio-cultural studies will have to wait.

Together with a possible publication of texts yet unprinted or difficult to access,
it is a task for the next years that I hope to fulfill together with the many friends and
collaborators from the semiotic community. And this is not only a task to honor an
important figure in the recent history of semiotics in Austria but a necessary

documentation of semiotic thinking in my country.
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1950s—-1970s

philosophy:

Rudolf Haller (U. Graz)

Paul Weingartner (U. Salzburg)
Wolfgang Stegmiiller (U. Miinchen)

legal philosophy:
[Imar Tammelo (U. Salzburg)
— semiotics of law

biology/ethology...:

Karl von Frisch

Konrad Lorenz (...Uexkiill)
Rupert Riedl (U. Wien)

(Lange-Seidl 1986)
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Osterreichische Gesellschaft fiir Semiotik OGS
Austrian Association for Semiotics AAS

Members of the Board 1976—:

Wolfgang Bandhauer, Jeff Bernard, Tasso Borbé, Erich Fries,
Peter Grzybek, Erika Kanduth, Friedrich Lachmayer, Herbert
Muck, Wolfgang Pollak, Sigrid Schmid-Bortenschlager, Franz
Seitelberger, Robert Tanzmeister, Manfred Wagner, Josef
Wallmannsberger, Gloria Withalm
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The Institute for Socio-Semiotic Studies ISSS
was founded in 1989 in Vienna. It is a non-profit association with
the statutory aim to promote science and culture.

The ISSS has taken over and increased the publication,
organization and research activities of the former section on
“Applied Semiotics” of the Austrian Association for Semiotics
and acts as the research institute of the AAS.

The objective is to promote and represent semiotics and
neighboring fields both on a national and international level.
Since there is no university institute of semiotics in Austria, one
of the tasks of the ISSS is to set forth semiotic research and to
introduce semiotics to the academic sphere.
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With the notion “Socio-Semiotics” particular research fields are
emphasized: the societal dimension of sign systems and sign
processes and their integral role in communication and interaction.

The ISSS is open for all semiotic traditions, schools and
approaches. It serves as a platform for discussion, confrontation,
and cooperation. An important task of the ISSS 1s to act as a
mediator in the field of science and research as well as on a
science-political and on a geographic level.

Affiliations & Cooperations:

The ISSS hosts the office of the AAS. The institute cooperates
with many national and regional semiotic associations and several
semiotic institutes all over the world. From the very beginning, the
ISSS has established close relations to colleagues and semiotic
groups in Central and Eastern Central European countries.
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ISSS

Board 1989-2010: Jeff Bernard, Rudolf Burger, Gloria Withalm, Wolfgang Bandhauer
Board 2010—: Gloria Withalm, Anton Fuerlinger, Gabriele Jutz, Theresia Klugsberger
Members and Collaborators:

Janos Kelemen (Budapest), José Romera Castillo (Madrid), Gérard Deledalle & Joélle
Réthoré (Perpignan);

Frank Hartmann (Wien/Leipzig), Sonja Kral (Wien), Friedrich Lachmayer (Wien/
Innsbruck), Ludwig Nagl (Wien), Michéle Pollak (Wien), Hans Petschar (Wien), Georg
Schmid, Sigrid Schmid-Bortenschlager (Salzburg/Les Bussiéres), Robert Tanzmeister
(Wien), Manfred Wagner (Wien)
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SIGMA — Salzburg Society for Semiology

Georg Schmid, Sigrid Schmid-Bortenschlager, Carl Aigner, Severin
Heinisch, Gabriele Jutz, Theresia Klugsberger, Hans Petschar,

PICS Programme internationale de coopération scientifique
(together with the research group ESCoM at FMSH Paris)

books series: “Nachbarschaften. Humanwissenschaftliche Studien
NHS” (Boehlau)

Schmid, Georg (ed.) (1986). Zeichen der Historie. Wien/Koln: Bohlau

. ()slt‘_l'l‘cichi.\(ht‘
Schriftstellerinnen
18002000
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>ommunity:

Neighbors
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Research Projects

Theory and Practice of Signs

Social Rehabilitation and Social Communication

Structures of Autonomous Cultural Work in Austria

Cultural Semiotics/Semiotics of Culture in Eastern Central
Europe and East Europe

Drugs, Media, and the Public

Public Construction of Europe
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Jeff Bernard (Hg.)

' Semiotica
. Austriaca

Angewandte Semiotik 9,10

W A
g

Jeff Bernard: 1 987

»Semiotica Austriaca. Versuch und Versuchung*

1. Vergangenheit/Gegenwart/Zukunft: Severin Heinisch,
Friedrich Knilli, Rolf Schwendter:

2. Grundlegungen: Anton Fiirlinger, Jeff Bernard & Gloria
Withalm, Peter Stockinger.

3. Semiotik & Philosophie: Peter Engelmann, Erika
Freiberger, Frank Hartmann.

4. Sprachzeichen: Robert Tanzmeister, Wolfgang Bandhauer,
Wolfgang U. Dressler, Katharina Seifert.

5. Literarische Zeichen I: Konzeptionen: Fred Reisinger,
Peter V. Zima, Andreas Pribersky, Ingrid M. Spork.

6. Literarische Zeichen II: Geschichte(n): Herbert
Lauenroth, Georg Schmid, Hans Petschar, Sigrid Schmid-
Bortenschlager.

7. Film/Medien: Otto Johannes Adler, Gabriele Jutz, Georg
Haberl & Roman Hummel, Martin Stegu.

8. Politische Zeichen: Josef Seiter, Gérard Grelle, Friedrich
Lachmayer, Johannes Schnitzer.

9. Korperzeichen: Sigrid Mairinger & Wilhelm Schwind,
Manfred Moser, Karl-Michael Brunner, Manfred Russo.

10. Kunst: Otto Eder, Erich Fries, Haimo L. Handl.

11. Musikalische Zeichen: Anestis Logothetis, Alfred
Smudits, Kurt Kraetschmer.

12. Varia: Helmut Hempel, Herbert Muck, Johannes Lang.
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“Angewandte Semiotik” [Applied Semiotics]

AS1: Borbé, Tasso & Martin Krampen (eds.; 1978) Angewandte
Semiotik

AS2: Bernard, Jeff (ed.; 1983) Didaktische Umsetzung der
Zeichentheorie

AS4: Handl, Haimo L. (ed.; 1985) Werbung. Rollenklischee/
Produktkultur/Zeichencharakter

AS5: Bernard, Jeff (ed.; 1991) Semiotik Interdisziplinar |

AS6: Bernard, Jeff (ed.; 1995) Zeichen/Manipulation;

AST: Bernard, Jeff (ed.; 1991) Semiotik Interdisziplinér 11

AS8: Tanzmeister, Robert (1987) Sprachevaluation zwischen Fiktion
und Realitat

AS9/10: Bernard, Jeff (ed.; 1987) Semiotica Austriaca

AS11: Bernard, Jeff, Theresia Klugsberger & Gloria Withalm (eds.;
1989) Semiotik der Geschlechter

AS13: Bernard, Jeff & Gloria Withalm (eds.; 1998) Identitat/Identity/
Identité;

AS14: Osadnik, Wactaw M. & Jeff Bernard (eds.; 2001) Leopards.
The Cracow-Silesian School of Film Semiotics & Poetics

AS15: Bernard, Jeff, Josef Wallmannsberger & Gloria Withalm
(eds.; 1997) Welt der Zeichen, Welt der Dinge

AS 16/17: Bernard, Jeff, Peter Grzybek & Gloria Withalm (eds.;
2000): Modellierungen von Geschichte und Kultur, 2 Bde.

AS 18/19: Bernard, Jeff & Gloria Withalm (eds.; 2001) Mythen,
Riten, Simulakra. Semiotische Perspektiven, 2 Bde.
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SSS

Magdolns Orosz

[ntertextualitit

in der Textanalyse

NSNS

S — Addenda

Bernard, Jeff & Kelemen, Janos (eds.; 1990) Zeichen, Denken, Praxis

Bernard, Jeff (1990a,b; 1995a,b) Strukturen autonomer Kulturarbeit in
Osterreich.

Nagl, Ludwig, Elisabeth List, Jeff Bernard & Gloria Withalm (eds.;
1991) Philosophie und Semiotik

Bernard, Jeff, Werner Enninger, Achim Eschbach & Gloria Withalm
(eds.; 1991) Theoretische und praktische Relevanz der Semiotik

Pollak, Wolfgang (1992) Was halten die Osterreicher von ihrem
Deutsch?

Bernard, Jeff & Katalin Neumer (eds.; 1994). Zeichen, Sprache,
Bewul3tsein

Harauer, Robert & Jeff Bernard (eds.; 1994) ,New Culture“in Europe

Bernard, Jeff (1995) Behinderung: Kultur, Umraum, Gesellschaft

Lachmayer, Friedrich, Gloria Withalm & Erich Fries (eds.; 1995)
Zeichen, Recht und Macht

Net, Mariana (1997) Alexandre Dumas: le pays ou il fait mort

Orosz, Magdolna (1997) Intertextualitét in der Textanalyse

Neumer, Katalin (ed.; 1998): Sprache u. Verstehen. Transdisziplinére
Aspekte

Bernard, Jeff & Gloria Withalm (eds.; 1998) Kultur und Lebenswelt als
Zeichenphénomene

Net, Mariana (2000): Literature, Atmosphere, and Society. A Semiotic
Approach

Hepp, Rolf-Dieter (2000): Bourdieu, Sozioanalyse, Soziosemiotik

Net, Mariana (2002): Literature, Strategies, and Metalanguage. A
Semiotic Approach

Wallmannsberger, Josef (2002): Kritische Apparate
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Wolfgang Pollak

Robert Tanzmeister

Padanien
zwischen Autonomie
und Sezession

5~ Labor

S — Labor

1/2: Pollak, Wolfgang (1994) Osterreich und Europa
3: Bernard, Jeff (1994) Perspektiven freier Sozialforschung
4-7: Withalm, Gloria (1995) Fernsehen im Fernsehen im

Fernsehen...

8-10: Bernard, Jeff & Gloria Withalm (eds.; 1996) Neurath. Zeichen
11/12: Tanzmeister, Robert (1996) Varietdten, Normen, Register
13: Bernard, Jeff (ed.; 1997) Zeichenwandel im Osten Europas
14/15: Massiczek, Albert (1999) Tod Angst Geld Kind Kosmos.

Merkzeichen

16/17: Tanzmeister, Robert (2000) Padanien zwischen Autonomie
und Sezession. Kritische Diskursanalyse

18-20: Tanzmeister, Robert (2002) Zeichen des Widerspruchs
Kritische Beitrdge zur Geschichte des Wiener Instituts fir

Romanistik
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Semiotische Berichte

since 1977; some selected issues:
SB 9(1,2)1985 ,In memoriam Ferruccio Rossi-Landi“ (Jeff Bernard &
Gloria Withalm, eds.) « SB 12(3,4)1988 ,1938—-1988. Zeichen der

Zeit" (Jeff Bernard & Wolfgang Bandhauer, eds.) « SB 13(1)1989
,Zeichen/Metaphern® (Manfred Moser, Guest ed.) - SB 16(1,2)1992
»Wittgenstein und die Zeichen® « SB 23(1-4)1999 ,Sex and the Meaning
of Life / Life and the Meaning of Sex" (Jeff Bernard, Dinda L. Gorlée,
Gloria Withalm, eds.) « SB 25(1-4)2001 ,Money, Meaning, and Mind /
Geld, Geist, Bedeutung® (Jeff Bernard & Gloria Withalm, eds.)
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S — European Journal for Semiotic Studies
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gurope? OUT l e mqlgmsch

Revue : 7eil hrift fur grudien
Eul‘OPQI‘

Signs, Language, and
Meaning

Wien - Barcelona-Budapest-Perpignan I[ S S S

Presentation of the first issue at the Wittgenstein House in
Vienna (Jeff Bernard, Malina Stefanova, Katalin Neumer)
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S — European Journal for Semiotic Studies

Editor-in-Chief: Jeff Bernard (Vienna)

Editors: Gérard Deledalle (Perpignan), Janos Kelemen (Budapest), José Romera Castillo (Madrid), Gloria
Withalm (Vienna)

Editorial Committees:

Budapest: Mihaly Hoppal, Janos Kelemen, Katalin Neumer, Magdolna Orosz, Gyorgy Szépe, Vilmos Voigt
Madrid: Wenceslao Castafares, Miguel A. Garrido Gallardo, José Manuel Pérez Tornero, José Romera
Castillo, Alicia Yllera

Perpignan: Michel Balat, Marc Bertrand, Werner Burzlaff, Gérard Deledalle, Janice Deledalle-Rhodes,
Anthony Jappy, Robert Marty, Joélle Réthoré

Wien: Wolfgang Bandhauer, Rudolf Burger, Frank Hartmann, Friedrich Lachmayer, Ludwig Nagl, Hans
Petschar, Georg Schmid, Robert Tanzmeister, Gloria Withalm

International Scientific Collaborators

Vol.5-~3 Vol.10~3 Vol.13~1,2
1993 1998 2001
olIC St udie> piotic 5““’“.\ jolic \““h(
) Journ | for SAJ‘HH\ 1“”[]” ol | for \oII!\ py ;miotiqué > ¢ IHl ,\t‘”i Sém ,mu;u“
Ftude> ypean d'Etuc 1iotisC ypean e miotisC
Furop€s yull 2 ( ir Sent Furof “,H, ne ¢ filr Ser n Eurof < opéenne fiir Se .
Revue f'! ’;I Zeitschr eift fi \,‘dh n "l\u(w |)r A ‘f Zeitschr rif sudié Revue Iliil,[‘{' Zeits chrift srudie
Furopd Furof Furop:
Explorations in the Bast-Astan Semiotics Siens. Music. Society |
World of Multimedia
1SSS Wien- Budapest-Madrd- Perpignan 1 DO 3 G [SSS
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Wiener Symposien in Semiotik

Viennese Semiotics Symposia

1975 “Theory and Practice in Semiotics / Semiotische
Theorie und Praxis”

1976 “Verbalization of Nonverbal Communication /
Verbalisierung nonverbaler Kommunikation”

1977 “Sign Typology / Zeichentypologie”

Withalm: “Semiotic Activities in Austria and Jeff Bernard’s Role...” [11th IASS 2012]

Zeichen/
Manipulation

4th:

5th:

6th:

7th:

8th:

International AAS Symposia a

1981/03/27-29, “Didaktische Umsetzung der
Zeichentheorie’/“Didactic Implementations of
Sign Theory”, Linz

1984/12/05-07: “Zeichen/Manipulation” /
“Signs/Manipulation”, Klagenfurt

1987/11/13-15: “Semiotik der Geschlechter” /
“Semiotics of the Sexes”, Salzburg

1990/10/05-07: “Identitat—Identity—Identité”,
Sigharting

1993/10/01-03: “Welt der Zeichen — Welt der
Dinge” / “World of Signs — World of Things”,
Innsbruck
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International AAS Symposia b
ey Oth: 1996/11/22-24: “Modellierungen von
oaling Hitey Geschichte und Kultur / Modelling
i History and Culture”, Graz

Band 1/ Vol. I

lis 10th: 2000/12/08-10: “Myths—Rites—Simulakra.
| Semiotic Viewpoints / Mythen — Riten —
Simulakra. Semiotische
Perspektiven”, Vienna

S

. 11th: 2004/12/03-05: “Europe — Image & Concept
in Cultural Change From a Semiotic and
Transdisciplinary Point of View”; Vienna
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.
Plenary Speeches / Plenarreferate I I tI l S 9 l I IpOS'Ul I l

11. Internationales Symposium der OGS/AAS

¥ 4 '. Fraday/Frenag 320 1400 Georg Schmid 1
11th International Symposmm of the OGS/AAS Friday/Freitag 3.2 1500 Augusto Ponzio 2
2004/12/03-05 Suturduy/Sumstag 4.12: 9.00 Gertrude Durusoy
. an £ . Satorcay/Samstag 4.12: 1430 Bernard Lamuzet 3
Universitat far angewandte Kunst Wien Sunduy/Sonnuag 5.12.: 900 Agng

Sunday/Sonntag 5,12 14.00 Herb
Sections/Sektionen

S1: Eumpe ~ Notion and Concepr /
only Friday afternoon / nur Freity,

>

S European Imeaginarions / Euwropi)
only Friday afternoon / nur Freita,

83 Fuens op the Arts / Fokus Kanst
Friday afternoon / Freitag nachroi
Saturday morning / Sumstag vorr

/ ' S4: Europe and/vs, the Other(x) /7 Enr

Friday aftemoon / Freitag nachmil
: Saturday morming / Samstag vorn

\ Saturday afternoon /Samstag nack

= 85:  Theory/ Theoric

Suturday morning / Samstag vorn

Saturday afternoon / Samstug niac|

pe & 3 S6:  Ewropeun Law Culture(s) / Euroy
Europa - Bild & Begriff im Kulturwandel (= 2 St “Semiotics of
P PRI T . Saturday morming / Samstag vorr

aus semiotischer und transdisziplinarer Sicht Saturday'afiesmionn { Samstig s

Europe - Image &_ C_oncept in (;u_ltural 'Chan_ge ST Cinierr b Eoiis e Siomny
From a Semiotic and Transdisciplinary Point of View only Saturday aftemnoon / nur S

S8 Medial & Pictorial Signs / Media
Sunday moming / Sonntag vormy|
Sunday afternoon / Sonntag nachy

SO Linguistics & Literature / Linguiy
Sunday moming / Sonntag varmif

INST A_Aﬁ\\ TQQg Sunday afternoon / Sonntag nachy
¢ ISSS di:'Angewandts ; ‘

d uraism & WG Of SIgN SYS:

CH m S10: Pluralism & Ci f Sign Sysi

Institut fiir Politikwissenschaft MO SIS S SRARAS Y S

)J_-l Od e ( GGS-‘AAS Do Wi Sunday aftemoon / Sonntag nach

Congress languages / KongreBsprachen:
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Bildsprache — Visualisierung — Diagrammatik
Picture Language — Visualization — Diagrammatics

international symposia since 1991, held in Vienna

Seminar: “Semiotik des Rechts”
Seminar: “Semiotics of Law”

one and a half days seminar with Austrian and international
speakers, initiated by Friedrich Lachmayer (then Law faculty, U.
Vienna), held twice a year since 1989; since 2000 special topics,
such as: “Pictorial Signs”, “Signals & Symbols”, “Complexity”,
“Order”, “To Copy and to Standardize”, “European Law Culture/s”,
“Time”

“Sign/Communication/Culture:
Areas of Semiotic/Semiosic Practice”

seminar for the Viennese Adult Education Institute, held four times
a year since 1995 with guest lecturers

Withalm: “Semiotic Activities in Austria and Jeff Bernard’s Role...” [11th IASS 2012]

Osterreichisch-Ungarisches Semio-Philosophisches Kolloquium
Austrian-Hungarian Semio-Philosophical Colloquium

1t Budapest 1988/12/01.
2" Wien 1990/01/13-14.

3rd Szombathely 1992/04/21-23:
“Sign Construction in Cultural Settings” |
Semiotische Berichte 17(3,4)1993. ,,Zeichen/Kultur.
Akten des 3. Osterreichisch-Ungarischen Semiotik- \
Kolloquiums, Szombathely/Velem 1992
(Jeff Bernard, Imre Grafik, Vilmos Voigt, Gloria
Withalm, eds.)

4t Wien 1994/04/21-24:
“Kultursemiotik & Kulturtheorie / Semiotics & Theory of Culture”

Semiotische Berichte 18(1-4)1994 )
»Kultursemiotik & Kulturtheorie. Akten des 4. Osterreichisch-Ungarischen Semiotik-
Kolloquiums, Wien 1994 (Jeff Bernard & Gloria Withalm, eds.)
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Osterreichisch-Ungarisches Semio-Philosophisches Kolloquium
Austrian-Hungarian Semio-Philosophical Colloquium

5% Graz 1996: “Vergegenwirtigung des Vergangenen/Re-Presenting
the Past”
Voigt, Vilmos & Mihaly Szivos (eds.)(2000). “Vergegenwirtigung des Vergangenen/Re-
Presenting the Past”. In: Bernard, Jeff, Peter Grzybek & Gloria Withalm (eds.)(2000).
Modellierungen von Geschichte und Kultur (= Angewandte Semiotik. 16/17). Wien:
OGS-ISSS, 395-503

6™ Szeged 1998/07/12—16: “Ikonizitdt/Iconicity”

7% Wien 2000/12/09: Section 3.2 of the 10th International Symposium

of the OGS/AAS “Myths, Rites, Simulacra”

“7th Austro-Hungarian Semio- Phllosophcal Colloquium”. In: Bernard, Jeff & Gloria
Withalm (eds.)(2001) Mythen, Riten, Simulakra. Semiotische Perspektiven (= Angewandte
Semiotik. 18/19). Wien: OGS-ISSS, 473-614

8t Gyor 2002/09/23-25: “Media — Old and New”
Semiotische Berichte 27(1-4)2003.
,Media — Old and New/Medien — Alt und Neu. Proceedings/Akten* (Jeff Bernard,
Vilmos Voigt, Gloria Withalm, eds.)

9% Dunabogdany, 2004/10/30-31: “Media Semiotics Today /

Mediensemiotik heute”
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Austrian-Hungarian Cooperations: Journals & Books
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Budapest Jur Semiotik ¥7 nd Philo 2ur &m‘_ou"" "'S'zrim,, Dox
nd pj -,
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“ A “i 1 “i - J
Semiotisene Semiotisehe Semiovtisehe
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& Kulturtheorie Media - Old and New
Akten o .
3. Osterreichisch-Ungarischen Akten des Medien - Alt und Neu
Semiotik-Kolloquiums 4. Osterreichisch-Ungarischen Proceedings / Akten
Szombathely/Velem 1992 Semiotik-Kolloquiums L
4/_,_;. 17 J.‘!. 18 Wien 1994 Je. 37
%,4/199% 1-611904 1-413008
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Open Borders 1 — 1997

Péter Pazmany - Fokus gemeinsamer
Traditionen

Ein von der Osterreichischen Gesellschaft fiir Semiotik, der Ungarischen Gesellschaft fiir

Semiotik, der Universitit Graz (Institut fiir Slawistik) und der Universitit Budapest
(ELTE) anliBlich des 400-Jahres-Jubiliums von Pizminys Grazer Titigkeit
veranstaltetes Kolloquium

Universitiit Graz, Institut fiir Slawistik, 12.-14. Dezember 1997

Péter Pazmany — Focus of Common Heritage
A Colloquium on the occasion of Pazmdny’s activity in Graz, 400 years ago, organized by
the Austrian Association for Semiotics, the Hungarian Association for Semiotics, the
University of Graz (Institute of Slavic Studies) and the University of Budapest (ELTE)

University of Graz, Institute of Slavic Studies, December 12-14, 1997

Semiotische Berichte 22(1,2)1998
.Péter Pazmany — Fokus gemeinsamer
Traditionen® (Jeff Bernard, Peter Grzybek,
Vilmos Voigt, Gloria Withalm, eds.)

(Jeff Bernard, Gloria Withalm & Vilmos Voigt) i
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Open Borders 4 — 2003

0-12.30 Rajho MURSIC (Ljubljana): Ethnographic Experience, Under-
standing and Nacrative through the Looking Glass of the Lacanian
Conceprs of the Real, the Symbolic, and the Imaginary: On the
Discourse of Popalar Music

FREITAG / FRIDAY, 12.12.2003

(Freitag vormittags Anreise nach Graz / Travel wo Graz on Friday am.)

14.30-15.00  Eroffnung / Opening

. 12.30-13.00 Jeff BERNARD (Wien): “Report” & Report
Theorie 1/ Theory 1 3 R 5
(Vorsitz / Chair: Peter Grzybek)
15.00-15.30 Wollgang EiSMANN (Graz): Text = Welt = Textwelt: Bewulitsemn 13.00-15.00 Mittagessen / Lanch

und Realitit
15.30-16.00 Emilia NEMCOVA (Trnava): Wahrheit im Text
16.00-16.30 Marko JuvAN (Ljubljana): Spaces, Transgressions, and Inter-
rextuality

(im Haws; Ort wird bekannrgegeben / indoors; place will be
indicated)

Lebenswelt(en) / Life World(s)

1630-17.00 Kaffeepause / Coffee Break (Vorsitz / Chair; Janez Justin)

Theorie 2 / Theory 2
(Vursitz / Chair: Jelf Bernard)
17.00-17.30 Peter GRZYBEK (Graz): y
17.30-18.00 Emmerich KeL (Graz): Te
18,00-18.30 Jurij FIKFAR (Ljubljana): Reall

15.00-15.30 Miha JAvORNIK (Ljubljana): Sigmfier Versus Signified - the
Question of the Border in Times of Globalization

15.30-16.00 Elisabeth LisT (Geaz): Leiblichkeit, Viralivir und Realivir

16.00-16.30  Barbara O®EL (Ljubljana): A Question of the Poinc of View,
A Spectator as a Network ol Fietnon and Realivy

20,00- Empfang des Biirgermeist

16.30-17.00  Ratteepause / Coffee Break
Mayuor’s Receprion (ia the Gry

Medien / Media

(Vorsirz / Chair: Winfried Kudszus)
SAMSTAG / SATURDAY,
Theorie 3 / Theory 3

(Vorsitz / Chair: Juri) Fikfak)

17.00-17.30  Christran MULLER (Klagenfurt): Die Sichtbarken der Weln
Ethische Reflexionen zum Diskurs der Medien

17.30-18.00 Glona WrrnHauM (Wien): The Filmic Text and its Self-reflexive
Materiality

930-10.00 Janez Justin (Ljubljana): Texy 18,00-18.30 Kaffeepause / Coffee Break
Representations of the Past

10,00-10.30  Peter DEUTSCHMANN (G

10.30-11.00 Blaz LukAN (Ljubljana):
Body as Text

14.30-19.00 Dagmar RIEGER (Salzburg): Traumnovelle and Eyes Wide Shut.
Phantasma and Deceptionor; A World Behind the Mirror

19.00-19.30  Sabine PROKOP (Wien): Die Hlusion von Wirklichkeit. What
Would You Rather See = a Disney Crocodile Robor or a Real
Crocodile?

11.00-11.30  Kaffeepause / Coffee Break

Textsorten / Types of Texts

19.30-20.00  Allgemeine Abschlufldiskussion / Final Discussion on All Topics

(Vorsitz. / Chair: Gloria Withalm) Jeff BERNARD (Chair/Vorsitz: Peter Grzybek)
Jurij FAKFAK
11,30-12.00 Winfried Kupszus (Berkeley. Peter GRZYBEK 20.15- Emptang durch die Gastgeber (fiir die Vortragenden; Ort wird

den Wolfsmann-Texten: Peter Eds. bekanngegeben) / Hosts' Receprion (for the lecturers; place will
be indicared)
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4 “Symbolicity” ~ Budapest

Jean UMIKER-SEBEOK (BI ing IN): The Semiotic Web — A M
Semiotische v
@Eﬂ@ﬁﬂﬁ@ | 7.30 p.m.
Sondenma s | Birthday Party for Thomas A. Sebeok (for invited guests oaly)

Special Issue 1/1990

Monday - October 1, 1990

10.00 a.m.: Meeting of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
(Literature and Linguistics)

(ELTE, Pesti Barnabés v. 1, H—1364 Budapest — Faculty Hall, 1st floor)

1 S y m b O ’ , C , ty R e

Thomas A. SEBEOK (Blooming IN): Bio-S

Presentation:
Jeff BERNARD (Wien), Katalin NEUMER (Budapest): Zeichen, Denken, Praxis.

’ Semioticians Osterreichisch-Ungarische Dok zur Semiotik und Philosophi

Jeff BERNARD (Wien) and Mariana NET (Bucuresti): Semiofics in Romania -
S 2-2/1990

An Internation@

onference
i?l Honor of Thomas

2oth Birthday

A. Sebeok’s

Budapest Wien
September 29 - October 4, 1990

(Thomas A. Sebeok, Jeff Bernard, Gloria Withalm)
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Vladimir Biti
J-[ S S Institute for Socio-Semiotic Studies

Institut fiir Sozio-Semiotische Studien

& OGS+ AAS & di:'Angewandte

Internationales Transdisziplindres Symposium
Macht der Zeichen Dinda L. Gorlée
Zeichen der Macht

Zum 60. Geburtstag von Jeff Bernard International Transdisciplinary Symposium

Signs of Power
Power of Signs

On the Occasion of Jeff Bernard's 60th Birthday
Wien - 26. bis 28. September 2003 Vienna - 26 to 28 September, 2003

Katalin Neumer

Universitat fir angewandte Kunst Wien « University of Applied Arts Vienna = 1010 Wien
Oskar-Kokoschka-Platz 2 « Tel: 71133-6503 & 5045344 « ISSS-Info@mcnon.com

Janos Kelemen

s
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Wiener Semiotische Konversationen

just a few names:

Vladimir Biti (Zagreb), Tatiana M. Civ’jan (Moscow), Paul
Cobley (London) , Gérard Deledalle (Perpignan), Jarmila
Doubravova (Prag), Dinda L. Gorlée

(The Hague), Rolf-Dieter Hepp (Berlin), Rolf Kloepfer (Mann-
heim), Manfred Laubichler (New Haven), Jurgen E. Mdller
(Bayreuth), Mariana Net (Bucharest), Magdolna Orosz (Buda-
pest), lvo Osolsobé (Brno), Susan Petrilli & Augusto Ponzio
(Bari), Thomas A. Sebeok (Bloomington, IN), Victorino Tejera
(New York, NY), Ladislav Tondl (Prague), Vilmos Voigt (Buda-
pest). Josef Wallmannsberger (Kassel), Peter Zajac
(Bratislava)
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Wiener Semiotische Konversationer]

HiE

1995/11/17:
Gérard Deledalle
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Wlener Sem|ot|sche Konversatlonen

mnm

i

13\ {]
i\ \“‘\n

= |ASS & other
aI Events
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1555

From OGS & ISSS to IASS
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JB: Semiotic Multimedia Art @ 2nd IASS Congress

JEFF BERNARD

&friends

WEMCO

SEMIOTIC
MULTIMEDIA
ART

2. KONG ESS DER INTERN. |
VEREIN

R ssmorlx(mss)
Universitdt Wien, 2.~6.Juli 1979

10 BE OR NOT TO BE: NO OUES'I'ION

ie Ko w6 grht
he wsd nformatlonsthao.
n.

or met ta bai o aueation®

ada Tnalel

v wird
melaff%, Kxun o8 (noch elmmal?) mat-

JEFF BERNARD

dokumentation
&Il(}%

ﬁ’érform

SEMIOTIC
MULTIMEDIA
ART

a KONGRESS DER INTERN.
VE GUNG
R SEMIOTIK(IASS)

Universitat Wien, 2.—~6. Juli 1979

THE MEDIUM IS FORM, CONTENTS
AND INTERPREYAT ON
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Perpignan 1991

40
{4

S — European Journal for Semiotic Studies 1(4)89:
Peircean Semiotics in Perpignan;
S — European Journal for Semiotic Studies 5(1,2)93: Variations sur [’Objet,
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Early Fall School in Semiotics 1997

o

S — European Journal for Semiotic Studies 1.2/89: Semiotics in Bulgaria;
S — European Journal for Semiotic Studies 2.2/90: Semiotics in Romania,
S — European Journal for Semiotic Studies 6.3,4/94: Semiotics & Mentalities,
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Bari — 2002

S

| 7R
Semiotische Berichte 22(3,4)1998: ,,Signs of Research on
(Susan Petrilli & Augusto Ponzio)

S — European Journal for Semiotic Studies 11(4)1999: Semiotic Studies in Bari

de WS

Signs*
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2nd EASS 1997 — Shanghai

EoERSHUESEREE -

The [I East Asian International Semiotic Seminar

M- 536 SOREEAE 1997.10.20-23
EAST CHINA NORMAL UNIVERSITY SHANGHAI CHINA
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2nd EASS Shanghai 1997

S — European Journal for Semiotic Studies 10.3/98: East-Asian Semiotics;
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7th IASS 1999 — Dresden: Preparations

o <
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7th IASS 1999 — Dresden
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8th IASS 2004 — Lyon
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10th IASS 2009 — La Coruna
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La Coruna 2009
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Krampen | ¢ Assics Noth | Bouiss. | Sebeok | POT | pewilliPonzio
YES Peirce 12 4172 | 22172 | YES YES
YES Saussure 7 4172 4 YES —
YES Hjelmslev 10 2 3172 YES —
YES Morris 7 scat. 61/2 YES YES

— | REMT @oman) | 9 | 212 | Gob | YES —
(Prague School) 4)
YES Jakobson 4 442 7 YES -
— | Barthes @| s 2+ 2+ | scat. (yes)
— Greimas & Ecole 8 4+4 (D) YES —
—_ Kristeva 5 4 (D) — —
— Eco 6 212 D) (YES) YES
YES Uexkiill — Iy 4172 YES —
YES Sebeok —_ 3 (D) — YES
— Bakhtin — 4 2172 |((YES)) YES
— Rossi-Landi — 112 (D) (YES) YES
YES Biihler — — 1 YES —
— | Welby — | — | — | ves YES

History of Semiotics 1
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History of Semiotics 2
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Jeff Bernard: Socio-Semiotical
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Semiotics of Culture 1
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Semiotics of Culture 2
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Structures of autonomous cultural work
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Ex 2150 Ferruccio Rossi-Landi
(1921-1985)
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HOMOLOGY MODEL

material production

linguistic production

Homology 1
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WORK - basic triad
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Dialectic Sign Model
(I) analytic

Sign Model

Dialectic Sign Model
(Il) synthetic
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Social Reproduction

1. External material production which, although it uses signs, produces not signs
but bodies.

(external material EXCHANGE, that is, the process of ex-

changing not signs but bodies;

2. EXCHANGE, which is
always, at the same < sign production,
time and constitu- sign EXCHANGE, that is,
tively, communication, includ-

\ing as such within it:

sign EXCHANGE in the
strict sense, and

sigh consumption.

3. External material consumption, which, even when it uses signs, con-
sumes not signs but bodies.

(Rossi-Landi 1975: 65; 1985: 38)
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Social Reproduction “revisited”

/\
XN /A A w4

Pmat  material production SP sign production IEgen ideology exchange general

Emat  material exchange SEgpec sign exchange IP ideology production

Cmat material consumption SC sign consumption [Egpec  ideology exchange special

E«mnare material exchange in SEgep=com sign exchange in a general IC ideology consumption
everyday language sense = communication

SEext /int sign exchange external/internal
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Prof. DI Jeff Bernard
12.09.1943 — 24.02.2010

Montag, dem 22. Marz 2010,
Wiener Zentralfriedhof, Tor 3,
Gruppe 139, Reihe 7, Grab 26

Monday, March 22nd, 2010

Vienna Central Cemetery, Gate 3,
Group 139, Row 7, Plot No. 26

(1110 Wien, Simmeringer Hauptstral3e 242)

Trauerfeier | Funeral Service 22.03.2010

Ausschnitte aus
Gerhard Sturany Memorial Concert
WEMCO, 16.01.1983

Manfred Wagner (Wien)
Mario Rieder (Wien)
Vilmos Voigt (Budapest)
Susan Petrilli * (Bari)

Blind Lemon Jefferson:
See That My Grave Is Kept Clean

Josef Wallmannsberger (Kassel)

Roland Posner * (Berlin)

Severin Heinisch (Wien)

Georg Schmid * (St.Oradoux-prés-Crocq)

Pamela Wyman:
Amazing Grace

Rolf-Dieter Hepp (Berlin)
Renée Gadsden (Wien)
John Deely (Houston, TX)

* Text wird gelesen | Text will be read
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